
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Environmental Management Department 
2018 Swimming Pool/Spa Newsletter 

Sacramento County 
Environmental Management Department 
Environmental Health Division 
10590 Armstrong Ave 
Mather, CA 95655 

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT POOL SAFETY NEWSLETTER 

Suction Covers and their “Lifespan” 
Suction covers have a lifespan and have to be routinely replaced. 
 

It might be old, but the cover looks fine. Why do I need to replace it? 
The Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has determined that the  
materials used in pool and spa suction covers can lose strength after years  
of exposure to water, chemicals and the sun.  Because of this, the CPSC  
requires that all manufacturers stamp their covers with the number of years  
they can safely remain in use.  Lifespans on most suction covers vary from  
3-7 years depending on the manufacturer and type of cover.  The “life” of the                                                       
suction cover begins the month that the cover is installed. 
 

How do I know if my covers are expired? 
Since 2011, suction covers have been required to be installed by a licensed contractor. After installation the pool 
operator or contractor is required to submit an AB 1020 Compliance Form to the Environmental Management 
Department (EMD) Plan Review office.  This form states the make and model of cover as well as the date it was 
installed.  Copies of this form are provided to the pool operator or contractor by EMD Plan Review at time of 
approval. To determine if your suction covers are expired, do the following: 
 

 FIRST:  Review your last inspection report to determine if your inspector identified that you have expired 
suction covers.  Find previous inspection reports at:  https://emdinspections.saccounty.net/pool.aspx 

 SECOND:  Contact the contractor who installed the covers to obtain a copy of your AB 1020 Compliance 
Form.  If the contractor is unable to provide a copy of the form, contact your EMD pool inspector. 

 THIRD:  Look up the lifespan of your suction covers on the manufacturer’s website. 
 

What do I do if my drain cover is expired? 
Expired suction covers need to be replaced by a licensed contractor with a C53, C36, C61, or D35 license. If your 
suction cover is replaced with a cover that has the same make and model number as previously approved by 
EMD, your contractor will only need to submit a new VGB Compliance Form to EMD Plan Review.  If your 
contractor is installing a suction cover with different make and model number, they will need to submit a 
Recreational Health Minor Remodel Application to EMD Plan Review prior to starting any work.  Once EMD Plan 
Review reviews and approves the application, the work can begin.  After the work is completed, your contractor 
has 30 days to submit a new VGB Compliance Form to EMD Plan Review.  
 

What will happen during my inspection? 
EMD conducts a routine inspection of all public pools and spas every summer.  During inspections conducted in 
2018, expired suction covers will be documented as a note on the inspection report.  If you receive this note, your 
suction covers need to be replaced. When inspections are conducted in 2019, expired suction covers will be 
documented as a major violation and your pool may be subject to closure until the violation is corrected.   
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Share this newsletter 
with your pool 

maintenance person! 
 

Environmental Specialists are available in person or by phone (916) 875-8440 from 8 am to 10 am. 
 

If this cover was installed in 2012, 
it is expired! 

https://emdinspections.saccounty.net/pool.aspx


  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  

  
 
 

California State Pool Code – The 
codes that apply to public pools can be 
found through a link on the EMD website at 
emd.saccounty.net/EH/Pages/RecHealth.
aspx  

New management? – If your facility 
has changed management companies, 
please let us know!  Also, please note, a 
new permit is required for all ownership 
changes. Help keep our records current and 
call us at (916) 875-8440 when your facility’s 
contact information changes. 

 EMD payments online - You can 
use your credit card to pay health permit 
fees from your business or your home. Log 
on at: www.apps.saccounty.net/payments/ 

Daily Maintenance 
Use test kit to check free chlorine and pH levels 
Fill out the daily log   
 Ensure that the fences are in good shape and all 

gates self-close and latch 
 Ensure water is clean and clear 
 Make sure the suction covers are secure and 

intact 
 Ensure the recirculation equipment running 

when the pool is open 
 Clean out the skimmer baskets  

   
 

  

AAuuttoommaattiicc  cchhlloorriinnaattoorrss  aanndd  ccyyaannuurriicc  aacciidd  
Many pool operators are changing their automatic chlorinators from tablet/erosion feeders to liquid chlorine 
feeders.  The greatest advantage in changing to a liquid chlorine system is that liquid chlorine doesn’t add any 
extra cyanuric acid to the pool water. Cyanuric acid is a stabilizer that helps keep chlorine from evaporating too 
fast.  Most pool experts recommend a cyanuric acid level of 30-50 ppm.  If your pool has too much cyanuric acid, 
the chlorine loses it effectiveness as a sanitizer. The California Health and Safety Code states that the cyanuric 
acid in pool water may not exceed 100 ppm. 

Most chlorine tablets contain cyanuric acid (stabilizer).  As the chlorine is used up, the cyanuric acid stays in the 
pool water and builds up over time.  Exceeding 100ppm cyanuric acid is a major violation.  When excess 
cyanuric acid has been documented for two consecutive years, EMD requires that tablet chlorinators be changed 
to liquid feeders.   

Contact your pool inspector if you are planning on changing your automatic chlorinator.  Your pool inspector will 
make sure that the chlorinator you are proposing is the right size for your pool.  

 

 
 

 
 

  
  

WWhhaatt  ttoo  ddoo  aabboouutt  BBLLOOOODD,,  VVOOMMIITT,,  aanndd//oorr  
PPOOOOPP……  iinn  tthhee  ppooooll..  

 

When fecal, vomit, or blood contamination occurs, the pool operator must tell 
everyone to exit the pool or spa immediately. Do not allow anyone to enter 
the contaminated pool or spa until all the following steps are completed:  
1. Immediately remove as much of the contaminating material as possible using 

a net or scoop and dispose of it in a sanitary manner. After removal, the pool 
operator shall clean and disinfect all equipment used during this step.  

2. If the contamination consists of formed stool, vomit, or blood, the pool operator shall maintain the free-
chlorine residual for the pool or spa at 2 ppm or higher and the pH at 7.5 or lower for at least 25 minutes.  

3. If the contamination consists of diarrhea or a loose stool, the pool operator shall increase the free-chlorine 
concentration to 40 ppm or higher and reduce the pH to 6.5 or lower for at least 30 hours. If the pool water 
contains no cyanuric acid/stabilizer, the pool operator shall increase the free-chlorine concentration to 20 
ppm and maintain the concentration for at least 12.75 hours. 

4. For fecal accidents involving diarrhea or loose stools, the filter should be thoroughly backwashed to a 
sanitary sewer. If the pool or spa has a cartridge filter, the cartridges should be replaced.  

Once these steps are completed, the pool may be reopened. 
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What’s in your pool? Test your pool and spa daily! 
 Free Chlorine Level 

Without Cyanuric Acid With Cyanuric Acid (most pools) 

Minimum Maximum Minimum Maximum 

Pools 1.0 ppm 10.0 ppm 2.0 ppm 10.0 ppm 

Spas, Wading Pools, 
and Spray Grounds 

3.0 ppm 10.0 ppm 3.0 ppm 10.0 ppm 
 

pH for all pools, spas, and spray ground is required to be 7.2-7.8 
The cyanuric acid (CYA) level must be maintained below 100ppm and tested monthly 

  

Are you upgrading your old equipment? 
Resurfacing your pool/spa? 

Contact EMD first! 
 

If you are changing your pump, filter, chlorinator, 
SVRS, suction covers, plumbing, or planning to 

resurface your pool – please call EMD Plan Review at 
(916) 874-6010.  Many of these items require a permit 

and a licensed contractor to perform the work.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pool lights occasionally have leaky seals 
and can get water inside of them.  Check 
for water inside your pool light.  If you 
notice water, keep your pool closed until 
the light can be repaired or replaced.  

 

 

Is your pool open in the evening? 
If your pool is open after dusk, it needs to have a functional pool light.  Most pool lights are on a 
timer or a light sensor. Every season, check to ensure the pool light is coming on at dusk.   

 

 
 

  Contains no cyanuric acid 

 
 
 

        Contains cyanuric acid 


